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Opening Doors

Does where you live really matter? Absolutely!

Map 1: Comprehensive Opportunity
™

Connecticut,” com-

missioned by the Cen-

ter from the Kirwan
Institute for the Study
of Race and Ethnicity
draws on over 50
years of social sci-
ence research con-
cluding that where
you live has an impact

Did you know that in Con-
necticut over 80% of African
-Americans and 79% of Lati-
nos live in low and very low
opportunity areas? By con-
trast, only 25.84% of whites
live in communities that are
“opportunity isolated.”

This is just one of the find-
ings in a report recently
unveiled by the Connecticut
Fair Housing Center. The
report, “People, Place and
Opportunity: Mapping Com-
munities of Opportunity in

on the opportunities
you can access - opportuni-
ties like quality education,
crime-free communities,
and social and employment
networks.

Using a series of indicators,
the report assesses the
opportunity available in
each census tract in Con-
necticut. The resultis a
map of the state (above
left) clearly illustrating that
not all parts of Connecticut
are on equal footing.

The policy prescriptions

generated by this report are
two-fold - we must create
opportunity in neighbor-
hoods that are opportunity
isolated and we must also
link people to existing op-
portunities.

Over the next several
months the Center antici-
pates that this report will
spark debate and discus-
sion about concrete propos-
als to change the opportu-
nity landscape of Connecti-
cut, such as regional fair
housing initiatives, policies
to support inclusionary zon-
ing, public transportation
investments, and support of
innovative public school
strategies. We encourage
your participation! To ac-
cess the report, go to

http://

www.ctfairhousing.org.

Landlords cannot ask for medical records

A Federal Judge has ruled
that a Connecticut landlord
providing accessible hous-
ing to persons with physical
disabilities cannot request
copies of medical records,
psychological and psychiat-
ric reports, or other medical
information from applicants
for housing or deny appli-
cants it felt could not “live
independently.” (Laflamme
v. New Horizons, Inc. 605
F.Supp.2d 378 (D.Conn.

2009). The ruling con-
cluded that New Horizons’
use of medical records and
diagnoses to reject appli-
cants for housing based on
stereotypes violated the
Fair Housing Act. Following
this ruling, New Horizons
settled this case by paying
$600,000.

A landlord who provides
housing for persons with
disabilities may only ask an
applicant to verify that he or

she has a disability. It can-
not demand medical re-
cords or reject an applicant
because it does not think
he or she can live independ-
ently. Ifalandlord asks
you to sign a medical re-
lease or asks for your medi-
cal records, call the Center.
We will help you determine
if this is legal. Contact the
Center at (860)247-4400
or www.ctfairhousing.org.
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Foreclosure Clinic
Class
Schedule

5:30—7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December
15, 2009

Tuesday, January
19, 2010

Tuesday, February
16, 2010

Tuesday, March 16,
2010

Tuesday, April 20,
2010

Where:

University of
Hartford

Handel Performing
Arts Center,
Community Room

35 Westbourne
Parkway, Hartford

CT Fair Housing Center
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1 in 14 mortgages in Connecticut in trouble. Get Help.

A recent article in the Hart-
ford Courant reports that 1
in 14 mortgages in Con-
necticut is in foreclosure or
more than 90 days past
due. This is the highest
number of Connecticut fore-
closures or delinquencies in
more than 30 years.

The Connecticut Fair Hous-
ing Center is collaborating
with the University of Hart-
ford Paralegal Program to
expand its Foreclosure Pre-
vention Clinics, offering
guidance on how to navi-
gate the judicial foreclosure
process and provide one-on

-one counseling with volun-
teer attorneys as well as
paralegal students from the
University of Hartford Para-
legal Program.

These free classes will be
held on the third Tuesday of
every month at the Univer-
sity of Hartford’s Handel
Performing Arts Center Com-
munity Room (directions
can be found at http://
www.hartford.edu/about/
info.asp?item=driving),
from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. and
are open to anyone facing
foreclosure. No pre-
registration is required. For

You Can Help Distressed Homeowners

The Center is seeking volun-
teer attorneys to help home-
owners in foreclosure. As
reported above, the Center
is offering foreclosure pre-
vention clinics to homeown-
ers.

The clinics provide home-
owners with an understand-
ing of the foreclosure me-
diation process followed by
the opportunity to meet one-

on-one with volunteer attor-
neys for further information
and counsel.

We are offering clinics in
Hartford, New Britain, and
New Haven once a month in
the evening. For lawyers
who want to help distressed
homeowners but do not
want to provide court repre-
sentation, participation in
these clinic counseling ses-

a full list of classes, check
the sidebar.

A new tool to help home-
owners fight foreclosure!
“Representing Yourself in
Foreclosure” provides step
by step instructions to help
non-lawyers navigate the
sometimes daunting fore-
closure legal process, in-
cluding the highly success-
ful Foreclosure Mediation
program. To get a copy of
the guide, go to
www.ctfairhousing.org or
call Letty at (860)247-
4400, ext. 0722 to have a
hard copy mailed to you.
Available January 2010.

sions is a great pro bono
option. For more informa-
tion about how to volunteer
or if you are interesting in
taking a foreclosure case,
contact Keith Fuller at 860-

247-4400.

New Foreclosure Prevention Attorney at the Center

The Center is pleased to
announce that Jeffrey
Gentes will join the organi-
zation in January 2010 to
work on foreclosure preven-
tion issues. Mr. Gentes
grew up and went to college
in Connecticut before at-
tending New York University
Law School and beginning
his law practice in New York

City. He currently repre-
sents homeowners in fore-
closure as a member of the
Staten Island Legal Services
staff. Until Jeff begins work,
experienced foreclosure
attorney Keith Fuller will be
teaching the Foreclosure
Clinic and working with the
lawyers on the Pro Bono
Referral Panel.

If you would like more infor-
mation about the Center’s
foreclosure prevention pro-
gram, go to
www.ctfairhousing.org.
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Opening Doors

Testers are the Center of our Center

CT Fair Housing Center test-
ers allow the Center to un-
cover acts of discrimination
which would have otherwise
remained undetected. In
November the Center hon-
ored many of its testers at
an appreciation dinner held
in Hartford. Themed “You're
the Center of Our Center,”
the dinner acknowledged
the important contributions
of testing to the resolution
of discrimination complaints
filed by the Center on behalf
of its clients.

The keynote speaker Cyn-
thia Watts Elder, a former
fair housing tester, ex-
plained how her testing ex-
perience resulted in the fil-
ing of a housing discrimina-
tion complaint. The result-
ing case recognized testers
legal right to initiate housing
discrimination complaints in
Connecticut. A former Ex-
ecutive Director of the CT
Commission on Human
Rights & Opportunities
(CHRO), Cynthia empha-
sized the importance and

value of testing and encour-
aged present testers to con-
tinue in their work for the
Center.

As one tester said after
hearing how her work had
helped a victim of discrimi-
nation get the compensa-
tion she deserved, “l had no
idea my work made such a
differ-
ence.”

Landlords cannot refuse Section 8, RAP, or SDGs

“l don’t accept security de-
posit guarantees.”

“I don’t want to take Section
8 tenants.”

“I won’t renew your lease
because I'm not accept-
ing RAP certificates.”

Has a landlord ever said one
of these things to you? If

S0, you have been the victim
of housing discrimination.
More than 30% of the dis-
crimination complaints the
Center receives every year
are about source of income
discrimination.

IF THIS HAPPENS TO YOU,
CALL THE CENTER. We can
help you by investigating
your complaint and repre-
senting you in court or at

the Commission on Human
Rights and Opportunities. If
you are successful in prov-
ing your case, the landlord
will have to agree to accept
vouchers, be trained on the
fair housing laws, and may
have to pay you for any out-
of-pocket expenses as well
as for any pain or suffering
the refusal to rent might
have caused. Call the Cen-
ter at 860-247-4400.

Here Today, Gone Tomorrow! Please Donate Now!

The crucial work of the CT
Fair Housing Center was
acknowledged by our inclu-
sion in the recent Legisla-
tive budget. Unfortunately,
the Center’s funding was
later cut by $100,000 due
to the falling State income.
There may be more cuts
endangering our ability to
help people like Tyree Win-
frey, (right), one of the 300

victims of housing discrimi-
nation who seek the Cen-
ter’'s help each year.

We desperately need your

work has dramatically in-
creased, and Connecticut’s
citizens continue to suffer
housing discrimination.
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Become a Fair
Housing Tester!

What is fair housing
testing?

Testing is designed to
determine whether
people looking for
housing are treated
differently.

Can anyone apply?

Yes, so long as you have
voicemail or an
answering machine, and
are thorough and
objective.

Do | need training?

The Connecticut Fair
Housing Center will
provide training in
advance of any testing.

What is the time
commitment?

The time commitment
can vary depending on
your schedule and
interest, and the
Center’s testing needs.

Will | be paid for my
testing work?

Yes. The Center provides
its testers with a small
stipend and provides
reimbursement for
mileage.

How do | apply?

Contact Gloribel
Gonzalez or Monique
Muller at 860-247-4400
or toll free at 1-888-247-
4401 to become a tester

help if we are to
continue and ex-
pand the work you
see reflected in
these pages. The
need for our fore-
closure prevention

Please con-
sider a gen-
erous dona-
tion to the
Center!

“Let us be dissatisfied until
integration is not seen as a
problem but as an opportunity
to participate in the beauty of
diversity.”

~Martin Luther King, Jr.



Connecticut Fair
Housing Center
221 Main Street

Hartford, CT 06106
888-247-4401 (Toll Free)
860-247-4400

www.ctfairhousing.org

Text by the Staff of the Connecticut
Fair Housing Center

Photos by Amanda Boggs and
Roger Castonguay

The Connecticut Fair Housing Center is a statewide non-profit
fair housing organization dedicated to ensuring that all people,
and principally those with scarce financial resources, have

equal access to housing opportunities in Connecticut.

To accomplish its mission, the Center provides legal assis-

tance and investigative services to Connecticut residents who

believe they may have been the victim of housing discrimina-

tion, education and outreach on the fair housing laws, strate-
gic planning and advice for cities and towns on fair housing

compliance, and foreclosure prevention legal assistance. To

learn more about our organization, go to

www.ctfairhousing.org.

Visit us on-line at
www.ctfairhousing.org

Communities Must Fight Housing Discrimination

Recipients of money from
HUD are required to af-
firmatively further fair
housing, even if the
money is for non-housing
related activities. Be-
cause Westchester
County, NY did not affirma-
tively further fair housing,
it now must spend more
than $62 million to build
housing and integrate
neighborhoods in that re-
gion.

Connecticut cities and
towns also receive money
from HUD. Each Connecti-
cut city or town receiving
HUD money must affirma-
tively further fair housing.
This obligation requires
more than hanging up fair
housing posters. Cities

and towns must be sure
that all neighborhoods in
their communities wel-
come all people. To do
this, cities and town re-

ceiving HUD money must:

e Look at whether there
are any impediments
to housing choice;

e C(Create a plan to ad-
dress any impedi-
ments;

e Implement the plan by
taking steps to ad-
dress any fair housing
violations;

e Keep records of all
steps taken.

What can you do to ensure
that your community is
affirmatively furthering fair
housing?

e Ask your city or town
for its Analysis of Im-
pediments.

e Request information
about any steps taken

to fight discrimination.

e Send a copy of your
town’s Analysis and
implementation steps
to the Center. We are
in the process of re-
viewing what cities
and towns are doing
to affirmatively further
fair housing.

Board of Directors

Philip Tegeler, President
Nicholas Lundgren, Treasurer
Nancy Hronek, Secretary
Tanisha Thomas Asberry
Wendy Clarke

Kim McLaughlin

Myklyn Mahoney

Jon Orleans

David Salazar-Austin

Gloria Williams

Staff

Erin Kemple, Executive Director
Catherine Blinder, Communications
Director

Erin Boggs, Deputy Director

Marcia Escobedo, Staff Attorney
Keith Fuller, Of Counsel

Gloribel Gonzalez, Fair Housing Spe-
cialist

Greg Kirschner, Litigation Director
Monique Muller, Fair Housing Special-
ist

Letty Ortiz, Office Manager and Intake
Specialist



	CT Fair Housing Center

	In the Spotlight

	Opening Doors

	Inside this issue:

	1 in 14 mortgages in Connecticut in trouble.  Get Help.

	New Foreclosure Prevention Attorney at the Center

	You Can Help Distressed Homeowners

	Page #

	CT Fair Housing Center

	Testers are the Center of our Center

	Here Today, Gone Tomorrow!  Please Donate Now!

	Opening Doors

	Page #

	Connecticut Fair Housing Center

	Communities Must Fight Housing Discrimination



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



